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My first year as president of NFDA is over and I hope that I have served you
well. The President has a lot more things to do than I realized, but it has been a
fun and learning experience. People I’d like to thank for their help include
Michelle Velasco, who’s served in every position within the club; Mary O’Brien,
for dedicating herself to Dressage on the First Coast and the Convention and
Symposium; Mary Ann Callahan and Marge Savage for making the recognized
shows so much fun that I want to show just to hang with them; and Kathy Daly,
my trainer who pushes me to excel but also keeps it real with a blunt dose of
perspective. I also want to send a very special thank you to Alberta Hipps
(former City Council President and my old 4H leader) for being one of the
visionary leaders of Jacksonville that pushed for our lovely Jacksonville
Equestrian Center and then went to bat in October to keep the funding when
City leaders considered closing it.
When I think back to my first column as president, I wrote about my belief in
volunteering.
Our
excellent
volunteer
coordinator,
Janet
Royce
(jbroyce@bellsouth.net, 904.885.0139), still has her hands full when trying to
round out participation for shows and other events. Please, please, PLEASE
take the time to help out on a committee or before, during or even after the
shows. We will find a job for you!
We are slowly filling out the volunteer slots for our December events but we
need more of you to participate. You do not have to be a member of NFDA to
volunteer. Mary O’Brien famously brings her parents to each Dressage on the
First Coast, where they help out tirelessly. If you would rather do something in
advance or less than a 4 or 8 hour position, consider Sunday Hospitality
(coordinating & serving lunches), grounds set up and take down (no ring set up
or take down, just plants & signage), Transportation for Judges and Officials
(very easy - pre and post show), and/or Convention decoration set up.
But it’s not all work and no play! Coming up in December as part of Dressage
on the First Coast we have the Welcome All cocktail party and Advanced
th
Disposal Freestyle Challenge on Saturday, December 4 . Read all about this
fun and exciting event (that is FREE to all NFDA members) later in the
newsletter.
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NF D A C A L E N D A R
OF EVENTS

2010
Nov. 20th
NFDA Championship Show
Dec. 1-5
USDF Convention and
Symposium
Dec. 4-5

A new membership year and a new decade are upon us; where did the last
ones go? Let’s jump in with both feet and hit the ground running!

Dressage on the First Coast

NEWS AND CLUB UPDATES
NFDA CONVENTION SCHOLARSHIP

The votes are in! Your 2011 NFDA Officers and
Board of Directors are as follows:

Last month, NFDA offered five $100 scholarships for
qualified NFDA members to attend the Adequan/USDF
Convention. The winners, which were drawn by lottery,
are: Kathy Daly, Linda Dennis, Debbie McNally, Pam
Prince and Janet Royce. Winners must write an article
for the newsletter on the experience.

President: Martha Moore
Vice President: Pam Prince
Secretary: Shantel Brooks
Treasurer: Michelle Velasco
Board of Directors:
Carolyn Belcher, PhD
Kate Johnson
Dawn McLane, D.V.M.
Michelle Martin
Janet Royce
Mary Teter
Thanks to all who voted.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR! IT’S TIME FOR FUN!
NFDA is hosting the Dressage on the First Coast’s Welcome All party on December 4th, immediately following
the Saturday conclusion of the USDF Symposium at the Jacksonville Equestrian Center (approximately 3:00).
All NFDA members, Officials, Competitors, USDF Symposium Riders & Registrants and Guests are welcome
to attend. There will be hors d’oeuvres, champagne and a cash bar.
We will hand out Fall Series Awards and the party will be followed by a Musical Freestyle Challenge sponsored
by Advanced Disposal (big thanks to Mary O’Brien) beginning at 4:00. Come watch the best FEI and USDF
level riders compete for a $3,000 purse.
Also, on Dec. 4 - 5, an Equestrian Trade Fair will take place in conjunction with the show and Symposium. All
manner of equestrian items will be for sale. There is no charge to attend the trade fair, party or Freestyle
Challenge.

Time to renew your membership! Our
new membership year begins on
December 1, 2010. A membership to
NFDA entitles you to reduced class fees
at shows, eligibility for fabulous series
and year end awards and makes you a
Group Member of USDF. The
membership application is at the end of
the newsletter.

MEMBER NEWS

MEET NEW MEMBERS JENNY & ISABELLA HOLMBERG
Name: Jenny Holmberg & Isabella Holmberg (Jr. member)
Personal:

Jenny - Married to Eric, 3 children, 2 horses. Current horse hobby is driven
dressage.
Isabella - freshman at Nease High School, JV basketball, Fellowship of Christian
Athletes, NFDA Junior member

Years in NFDA: This is our first year. We just moved to Ponte Vedra from Ridgecrest,
California where we participated in United States Pony Club.
Hometown: Oak Ridge, Tennessee
Early Horse Memory: Jenny - going with family to walking horse shows in Shelbyville, TN
and seeing those manes and tails flowing.
Isabella - doing lead line class on a tall dark horse named Doc on
Call.
Current Mount: Jenny - Fritz, medium welsh pony I am carriage driving.
Isabella - Telly, a welsh cob we bought after moving here. He's a wonderful
dressage teacher!
Dressage Influence: Jenny - Merrie Morgan, combined driving trainer & dressage instructor
who impressed on me the importance of dressage for EVERY
discipline.
Isabella - Kitty Corbin, a wonderful instructor and encouraging mentor
Non-Equestrian Pursuits: Jenny - reading, Community Bible Study, travel, art & classical
music.
Isabella - basketball, running, the beach, meeting new friends.

MEMBER NEWS
NFDA MEMBERS EARN USDF SILVER MEDAL RIDER AWARDS
Congratulations to NFDA members Dinah Rojek and Lynnette Wadsworth for completing the requirements to earn a
USDF Silver Medal. The medal is awarded to riders who have achieved four scores of 60 percent or higher in the
following tests:
* Two scores at Fouth Level from two different judges and two different rides; and
* Two scores at Prix St. Georges from two different judges and two different rides.
This is an awesome achievement that requires lots of hard work, dedication and show time. The opportunity to pick up the
medals at the USDF Convention Salute Gala and Awards Banquet is just icing on the cake. Way to go, Dinah and
Lynnette.

Lisa Kaatz's mare, Veraa vom
Friesenhof Altmark, passed her Dutch
Inspection into the Studbook of the
Friesian Horse Association of North
America. The inspection was held at
the beautiful Florida Carriage Museum
in Weirsdale, FL on October 9, 2010.
Veraa was bought by Lisa & David
from Imperial Oaks Friesians in
Wellborn, FL.

THEY CAME WITH THEIR “A” GAME! MY EXPERIENCE AT THE WEG . . .
by Debbie McNally
I know you will hear a lot in the next month or so about the WEG. It was pretty spectacular and
a tremendous effort was put on by the State of Kentucky to make this a great event. Well,
mission accomplished!
Was I totally blown away by the caliber of horses and riders? Oh yeah! My first impression was
on Tuesday when I watched Edward Gal and Moorland’s Totilas ride in for their Grand Prix
test. I was very close to the ring. They entered quietly and focused, began to circle the outside
of the ring. Yes, just from that, I was impressed, and when they began their piaffe it was like
watching a fine Ferrari race car; the engine ignited and there was lift off. Oh wow!
I saw them again on Wednesday for the Grand Prix Special. Their final pass down the centerline
was electric: passage/piaffe/passage/square halt. I had goose bumps, just totally blown away.
I watched Musical Freestyles on Friday in a packed stadium. It was 7:30 pm on a perfectly
beautiful Kentucky evening and the sky was red at sunset. That and the combination of Pop Art
and Ashley Holzer from Canada still gave me goose bumps even though I was not so close to
the ring. Red sky, red horse, beautiful music and a beautifully ridden freestyle. Another wow!
And, of course, later in the evening Edward Gal and Totilas scored 91 percent. Enough said.
After a week of watching Dressage, it was great fun to walk the Eventing cross country course,
whooping it up as those horses came down to those impressive fences. And I must say that the
Brits were brilliant!
My final impression... can we do it again real soon? Possibly the Olympics or the next
equestrian games in Normandy, France!

NORTHEAST FLORIDA DRESSAGE ASSOCIATION
2011 Membership Application  12/1/10 - 11/30/11
NFDA is a Group Member Organization and our members are automatically USDF Group Members

NAME:______________________________________________________________________USDF#:____________________
ADDRESS:_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Street

PHONE:

City

HOME :______________________

State

WORK:______________________

Zip

CELL:______________________

EMAIL:________________________________________________________ (Please be sure to PRINT your email address clearly!)
Member Preferences:
If you do NOT want your name & contact information included in the yearly membership directory please check here: ______
The newsletter is sent out via both email and postal service. Email delivery is faster and greatly reduces costs.
If you would be willing to receive the electronic version of the newsletter but opt out of hardcopy (postal) delivery, please check here: ______

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORY:
_____

(Note: USDF will recognize one primary member for each family
membership. USDF will designate additional family members as
GMO supporting members.)

Individual / Supporting Membership - $ 50

 Vintage (50 years of age or older)
_____

Junior Membership - $ 50
Juniors must be18 yrs or younger as of 1/1/09.
Birthday:_________________________

_____

Family Membership - $50 for primary
member plus $20 for each additional member.
Primary:__________________________________
Additional:________________________________
Additional:________________________________
Additional:________________________________

Your membership entitles you to:
•
Group membership in USDF
•
USDF Connections monthly magazine
•
Eligibility for Spring & Fall Series and Year End Awards
•
Monthly newsletter and email updates on events
•
Opportunity to participate in club sponsored activities
(social/educational/clinics)
•
Discounted entry at all NFDA sponsored horse shows
•
Yearly membership directory
•
Eligibility to hold office
•
Eligibility to vote in yearly local elections
• Eligibility for scholarship application

VOLUNTEER FOR NFDA (check all that apply):
 Day / Assistant Show Manager
 Post-show take-down
 Scorer
 Scribe

 Pre-show set-up
 Ring Steward
 Runner

 Assist with Newsletter  Host a Clinic/Event
 Elected Official
 Marketing / Advertising
 Help with Club duties / Anything

WHAT ARE YOUR INTERESTS?
 Schooling Shows

 Recognized Shows

 Clinics/Seminars

 Networking/Social Events

TALENT / OCCUPATION: We know we have a wealth of talent within our own membership – please share! Please list any talent
or occupational experience that may be helpful to NFDA from an administrating/management, horse show & special event
perspective (Examples: graphic artist, PR or marketing consultant, artist, calligrapher, CPA/bookkeeper, attorney, photographer,
woodworker, florist, IT specialist, veterinarian, equine retailer, seamstress, writer, printer/desktop publishing, etc.):
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO:

NFDA
c/o Michelle Velasco
2289 Russell Rd
Green Cove Springs, FL 32043
904-762-4756 cell

For office use only:
Date received: _____________ Amt:__________ CK #:__________ Cash:____

